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FROM COSTA RICA. 

By William E. Curtis. 

SAX JOSE, Costa Bleu, Feb. 22, 1683. 

The most beautiful object to be seen on the 
“ Spanish main '’ from Trinidad to Vera Cruz 
from ship board, is disclosed as the voyager 
comes around Point Mazanilla on the Isthmus 
of Panama, and enters the harbor of Aspin¬ 
wall. We have now been four months in Span¬ 
ish America, in Mexico, Cuba, Porto Pico, Ven¬ 
ezuela, Colombia, and Costa Kica; have seen 
innumerable castles, cathedrals, palaces, and 
the marvellous beauties which nature’s hand 
has strewn upon the Islands of the West In¬ 
dies. and upon the coast of the Caribbean Sea. 
We have seen the sun set upon that grandest of 
castles haunted by historic memories, Cltapul- 
tepee; have watched the rays of dawn turn the 
icy crown of Popocatepetl into silver; have as¬ 
cended the volcano Irazu in Costa Rica, whose 
crest is the only point in the New World from 
which the two oceans can be seen at the same 
glance; and have stood entranced at the grand¬ 
eur of the Nevada do la Santa Maria of Colom¬ 
bia, which rises nearly 18,000 feet out of the 
ocean, with its bosom covered with everlasting 
snow, almost under the equator: yet our eyes 
have met nothing so grateful, nothing so love¬ 
ly, as the little English chapel, which stands 
on the foam-fringed shore at Aspinwall, with 
the incessant waves forever beating at its feet. 

The Inquisition Building a Cigar Factory. 

One cannot realize how beautiful is a Chris¬ 
tian Tabernacle, until he has been among the 
tawdry cathedrals and iuquisition dungeons of 
South America for a few months, without see¬ 
ing a Protestant house of worship, or hearing 
a Protestant prayer. We came from Cartha- 
geua to Colon, from the oldest city in South 
America to the youngest one; from the home 
and headquarters of the Spanish Inquisition in 
South America, where hundreds of heretics 
have been tortured to death, and thousands 
more have suffered horrors, and died in dun¬ 
geons for denying the infallibility of the Pope, 
and refusing to confess their sins to a licentious 
priest. The Inquisition building with its three 
centuries of blood stains is now a cigar facto¬ 
ry, and the monastery where the doctrines of 
the Church were framed is a military barracks; 
the monks and nuns have.been driven out of 
Colombia, but Protestantism 1ms no hold there, 
and the only Christian church in the Republic 
is the chapel at Colon. 

A Welcome Oasis. 

In Venozuela there is not a Protestant church, 
nor a Protestant missionary, and outside of 
Panama and Aspinwall in Colombia there are 
none. In Costa Rica, at San Jose, the capital, 
from which I write, is however a welcome oasis 
In the desert of Catholicism which stretches 
from tlio Rio Grande River to Cape Horn. 

Here is a little chapel built of corrugated 
iron in the centre of a beautiful garden of 
ilowers, where service and sermons are read 
every Sabbath, where a Sunday-school is held, 
and where a handful of Christians meet once 
a week for prayer. It is entirely self-support¬ 
ing, and has never received aid from any for¬ 
eign missionary fund. -During the twenty 
years it has been established, the Church has 
had a pastor about one-fourth of the time, but 
the fioek is so small, that it cannot support 
such a man as they want, and it lias been found 
more satisfactory to use the Episcopal form of 
service, and read printed sermons. Last Sab¬ 
bath we heard the Rev. Phillips Brooks of 
Boston, and the Sabbath before Mr. Spurgeon 
gave us one of his ringing sermons on growth 
in grace. 

The congregation usually numbers from fifty 
to sixty, including children, and represents 
five orthodox denominations—the Church of 
England, the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
America, the Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Baptists, all of whom dwell together in unity, 
recite the Apostle’s Creed each Sunday to¬ 
gether, pray for the Queen of England, tlio 
President of the United States, “and all oth¬ 
ers in authority,” and sing hymns out of the 
“ Temple Collection.” The Sabbath-school is 
managed on the usual plan, with the same in¬ 
ternational system of study that prevails in 
England and the United States. But no mis¬ 
sionary work is done. The congregation is 
composed of English and American merchants, 
coffee planters, and railroad men, who support 
the Church for their own use and for the ben¬ 
efit of their families, but who have neither 
time nor taste for entering into the much need¬ 
ed work of evangelization here. Occasionally 
a clerical tourist comes this way, or a chaplain 
from a man-of-war is invited to baptize the 
babies, marry the young people, and adminis¬ 
ter the communion. A pastor was tried a year 
ago, but he was a sort of an adventurer, and the 
people thought they wore better without him. 
An arrangement could readily be made be¬ 
tween the local society and some missionary 
association, by which an active young man 
could be jointly supported, and he would find 
an alluring field of work in Costa Rica, the 
most prosperous, progressive, and the wealth¬ 
iest in its natural resources of all the Central 
American Republics. 

The people of the United States know little 
and think less about this country. The South 
American Commission has come here from the 
United States to do some commercial mission¬ 
ary work, and to secure, if possible, more of 
the trade of this country. They find among 
the people a very cordial feeling toward what 
they always call “ that grand Republic,” and 
Washington’s birth is being commemorated 
to-day as it is at home, by floating the United 
States flag over the Government buildings, 
and by a serenade to the Commission, at which 
“ Yankee Doodle,” “ Hail Columbia,” and the 
“Star Spangled Banner” were performed by 
the National Military Band. The people are 
intelligent, active, and enterprising. There is 


more industry among the laboring classes than 
in any other of the Spanish-Ameriean repub¬ 
lics, and a greater degree of intelligence. 

Education is compulsory but free, and the 
average daily attendance at the public schools 
last year was sixty-six per cent. The National 
Government supports the schools and a uni¬ 
versity, at which attendance is optional, how¬ 
ever, for the school age is between ten and 
fourteen. At the university the higher branch¬ 
es and medicine, law, and mineralogy are 
taught, with a course of agricultural chemis¬ 
try, civil engineering, and other useful scien¬ 
ces. 

The Government Eepudiates tlio Roman Church, 

Although the masses are almost universally 
Catholics, and under the absolute domination 
of the priests, the Government has repudiated 
the Church, and has driven out the nuns, 
monks, and Jesuits. The confessional is open 
and public by law, and priests are forbidden to 
wear their vestments in the streets; but the 
latter prohibition is a dead letter. In August 
last the Catholic Bishop of Costa Rica was ex¬ 
pelled from the country, and is not allowed to 
return. The head of the university is a skep¬ 
tic, and the Bishop went to the President to 
complain of some of liis acts. The latter de¬ 
fended the Professor and declined to interfere, 
whereupon the Bishop became angry, bestow¬ 
ed upon him the curse of the Church, and re¬ 
tired. Within two hours a lieutenant with a 
squad of men waited upon the Bishop, with 
notice to leave the country under their escort 
within twenty-four hours. He went. 

[To bo concluded next week.] 
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